Things You Need To Know About Unmarried
Partner Visa UK Not Living Together

The United Kingdom is a popular destination for many people who wish to live and work
there. For those in a committed relationship with someone who is a British citizen or settled
person, there is the option of obtaining an unmarried partner visa.

An unmarried partner visa UK long distance relationship allows the holder to initially remain
in the UK for up to 33 months, possibly extending the visa for 30 months. After five years of
continuous residence in the UK, the visa holder may be eligible to apply for indefinite leave
to remain (ILR), also known as settlement.

This type of UK visa allows the unmarried partner of a British citizen or settled person to live
and work in the UK for up to 2.5 years. This article will explore the requirements for
obtaining an unmarried partner visa in the UK.

Things to Know About UK Unmarried Partner Visa:

#1 - Eligibility Criteria:

To be eligible for an unmarried partner visa the UK not living together, the applicant must
meet the following criteria:
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Have an honest and ongoing connection with a British citizen or settled individual.
The applicant must intend to live together permanently in the UK with their partner.
The applicant must have sufficient funds to support themselves and their partner
without relying on public funds.

The candidate must be proficient in the English language.

#2 - Evidence of Relationship:

The most important aspect of the unmarried partner visa UK long distance relationship is
demonstrating the relationship is genuine and subsisting. It can be done by providing
evidence of the following:

Joint bank accounts and other financial documents showing shared finances.
Evidence of cohabitation includes joint tenancy agreements, utility bills, or council
tax bills.

Evidence of shared responsibility for children, if applicable.

Examples of communication include letters, emails, or social media messages.
Evidence of joint travel, such as flight tickets or hotel bookings.
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#3 - Financial Requirements:

To apply for an unmarried partner visa UK long distance relationship, the applicant must
have sufficient funds to support themselves and their partner without relying on public
funds. The financial requirement varies depending on whether the applicant is applying
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inside or outside the UK. If applying from inside the UK, the applicant must have a minimum
income of £18,600 per year. If applying from outside the UK, the applicant must have a
minimum income of £18,600 per year, plus an additional £3,800 per year for the first
dependent and £2,400 per year for each additional dependent.
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If the applicant cannot meet the financial requirement through their income, they may be
able to rely on their partner's income or savings. However, the partner must meet a
minimum income threshold of £18,600 per year and have been earning this income for at
least 6 months before the application.

#4 - English Language Requirement:

The applicant must have a good knowledge of the English language to be eligible for an
unmarried partner visa. It can be demonstrated by passing an approved English language
test at level Al or higher. However, applicants who hold a degree taught in English or come
from a country where English is the official language may be exempt from the English
language requirement.

#5 - Application Process:

The application process for an unmarried partner visa can be done online or by post. The
applicant must provide biometric information (fingerprints and a photograph) as part of the
application process. The application fee for an unmarried partner visa is currently £1,048 if
applying from inside the UK and £1,538 if applying outside the UK.



Once the application has been submitted, it will be reviewed by UK Visas and Immigration. If
the application is successful, the applicant will grant a visa that allows them to live and work
in the UK for up to 2.5 years. After this time, the visa can extend for an additional 2.5 years,
provided the eligibility criteria remain met.
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Conclusion:

Obtaining an unmarried partner visa UK long distance relationship can be complex and
challenging. However, the process can simplify with the proper guidance and support from
an experienced visa solicitor. It is essential to ensure that all eligibility criteria are met, and
that all necessary documents are provided to avoid delays or potential rejections.

At My Legal Services, we specialise in immigration law and can provide expert advice and
guidance on obtaining an Unmarried Partner Visa. Contact us today to schedule a
consultation with one of our experienced solicitors.
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